
When is My Child Ready for Baptism? 
 

On Sunday, April 22nd, Macedonia Christian Church has intentionally scheduled time at the 

end of our services for baptism.  Although we recognize that this decision can be made 

anytime, we also understand that scheduling a baptism can sometimes be difficult.  The 

purpose of this day is to relieve some of that stress, and to give you time to determine 

whether you or your child is ready to take this next step. We are not expecting anyone to 

make this decision until they are ready.  We are promoting baptism because of its 

importance, and because it is important, families should not feel pressured to make this 

decision until they are ready.     

 

Baptism is such an important step in someone’s journey.  Although it doesn’t mean we will 

never make another mistake, or we will never be tempted by sin again, or that we have all 

the answers, it just means that we believe that God does.  It means that we have decided 

that there are areas of our lives that we can control, but God can.  Essentially, we are giving 

Jesus the keys and allowing Him to guide us.  We are exercising our right of free will by 

deciding to give God authority over our mind, body, and souls.  Finally, we are making a 

choice to not only walk with God, but to walk with others who may need help making the 

same decision.  

 

I was baptized in my parent’s Lutheran Church at about age 7.  Honestly, I remember little 

from that day.  I don’t remember making the decision to be baptized, or taking any classes, 

or even being completely sure what baptism meant.  I only knew it meant that service would 

look a little different, and that our Pastor would poor a little water on my head.  It was no 

comparison to the experience Jesus had when He was baptized by John.  Later in life, at 

the age of 24, I was baptized for a second time.  This time it was my decision to be 

baptized.  At that point in my life, I was way more aware and excited for what that decision 

meant in my life.  It is a day that I will never forget.   

 

So, when is the best time for someone to get baptized?  As parents, I think we all want to 

know the answer to this question.  Michelle and I struggled with this question when our 

oldest daughter asked to be baptized.  She was 7 years old when she first asked about 

baptism.  Soon after she expressed interest, we began having small conversations with her 

in the car, at dinner, and before bedtime to gauge her maturity.  Next, we attended a small 

class at Southland Christian Church.  After that class, we spent another 6 months further 

discussing her decision.  Finally, on April 23, 2017, she was baptized by her Sunday School 

Leader.  Michelle and I were so proud.  We were proud because of her public declaration of 

faith, but more importantly, we were proud because we knew it was a decision we made 

together. We didn’t make the decision for her; instead, we merely walked alongside her until 

we felt she was ready.  We now feel a lot more confident in helping our other children 

understand the importance, and appropriateness, of baptism.   

 



So, to answer the question….I can’t.  I can’t tell you when it is the right time for your child to 

be baptized because I’m not their parent.  You know your child better than anyone else.  

God has given you authority over their life, and has ultimately given you the responsibility of 

helping them develop their faith. I would encourage you to be open to baptism, even if you 

are the parent of a younger child.  If your child begins asking about baptism, then it’s a 

perfect time to start the discussion.  A conversation doesn’t have to lead to a decision.  If 

you are unsure of how to lead them in that discussion, then the resource below might be 

helpful.    

 

Southland Christian Church has a great website dedicated to baptism.  Because we are not 

competing with other churches, we are happy to point you in this direction.  They entitle 

their baptism preparation classes and resources for youth KidSplash.  You can access their 

KidSplash page by visiting http://serve.southlandchristian.org/training/resources/kidsplash/ 

On this page, you will find multiple resources and activities dedicated to helping kids and 

parents answer the question, “How do we know when my child is ready?” 

 

The section for kids help prepares them by breaking down the promise found in John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  They use kid friendly demonstrations and vocabulary 

to help children understand the promise that: 1) God is Perfect, 2) He loves me, 3) Sin is the 

Problem, 4) God wants to give me a gift, 5) Jesus paid for my sin.   

 

The parent’s section is designed to help parents gauge their child’s readiness by asking 4 

simple questions; 1)  Who is Jesus and what did he do for me?, 2) Does my child have an 

awareness of personal sin? 3) Does my child possess the maturity to understand the 

choice? 4) Is this decision coming from the parent, or from the child? 

 

We are not a legalistic church, so the point of this is not to give you a list of necessary steps 

you and your child must take before making a decision on baptism.  We believe that the 

ultimate authority on making this decision rests within your home.  On the other hand, we 

feel that it is our job as a church to offer parents tools to help.  As always, if you, or your 

child, would like to schedule time for us to walk through this together, then please do not 

hesitate to reach out to any of our leaders.   

 

Thank you and God Bless! 

Chris Williams 

Director of Family Ministries 

Macedonia Christian Church 
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